1995-96 KIRIS OPEN-RESPONSE ITEM

SCORING WORKSHEET

Grade 8 — Reading Question 1

Type of Passage: Informational
The academic expectation addressed by this item includes:
1.2 Students make sense of the variety of materials they read.
The core content assessed by this item includes:

» Describe characters, setting, conflict and resolution, theme, and point-of-view.
* Analyze the relationship between events in a story and a character’s behavior.

1. Gentle Friends, Essential Allies
What would happen if bats became extinct? Use information from the article to support your answer.
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SCORING GUIDE

|based

Score Description
Response uses passage information to support an interpretation that is both broap and
4 insightful. Answer shows understanding of multiple broad dimensions of the problpm
using information from the article.
3 Response organizes possible consequences of bat extinction into an explanation
on passage information without conclusions.
Response lists consequences of bat extinction without relating them to one anothgr,
2 OR
Response makes a general statement concerning the consequences of bat extingtion.
Response may contain an isolated consequence of bat extinction,
1 OR
Response may make vague reference to bat extinction or ecology.
0 Response is incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank Blank/no response.
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Do you like bats? Read the following article about bats and see if your feelings change. Then answer
guestion 1.

Gentle friends, essential allies...

capturing 600 mosquitoes in an hour! And a colony of
some 20 million free-tailed bats in central Texas can
eat nearly a half million pounds of insects in a single
night.

Throughout the world’s tropics, fruit and nectar-
eating bats are vital to the survival of rain forests, which
in turn play an essential role in the stability of world
climates. In West Africa, bats carry 90 to 98 percent of
the seeds of “pioneer” plants that begin the cycle of
forest regrowth on cleared land. On some Pacific islands,
Many things people think they know about batsg![;:)%fszrgrrcpeor;ltir?;ttiroer? species depend on bats for seed
aren’t even true. Bats are not blind, they don’t get into In the Sonoran Desert of the southwestern

womens hair, and they argnt rodents.. Most bats ha\/ﬁnited States and Mexico, endangered long-nosed bats
good vision, and using their echolocation, they are

. : A lay a key role in the lives of several species of agave
too sophisticated to blunder into anyone’s hair. Like u y y P g

. ) : dnd giant cacti, such as the familiar organ pipe and
these intelligent animals are mammals. They nurse g gan pip

OUNG. MoSt rearing onlv one pub per vear. Younas e?r)'s{hers. Countless other animals, birds, and insects rely
young, aring only pup per year. 9St€Hon these plants for food and shelter. If the bats
can be as curious and playful as many other ani

. alsappear, these majestic plants, and the wildlife that
babies. Bats groom themselves to stay clean, and threeYieS on them, could be seriously threatened.

seldom transmit disease to people or pets. Despite A recent Bat Conservation International study

frequent claims tp the contrary, only a small fraction o&P umented more than 300 plant species in the OId
Eats Cogt.;?Ct rab'fs’ anc:]our concernsl about tr;]em S .l(:jwaprld tropics alone that need bats for pollination or seed
€ nol lterent from those we apply to other wi dispersal. More that 450 commercial products come
amma;. filled the niaht skies | bef Ik rom these plants, and some crops are valued in the
h hatts): ! eh t enig tls 'ZS ong .eorer\]/ve wal undreds of millions of dollars each year—crucial to
t eelart ,h utt elrsurvlllya today requires that we e economies of developing countries. Throughout the
to value them as our allies. world, wild varieties of many of our cultivated crop
plants rely on bats for their survival, including bananas,
plantain, breadfruit, avocados, dates, figs, peaches, and
, . mangoes. Other familiar bat-dependent products are
By consuming vast numbers of insects, bats argoyes, cashew nuts, carob, balsa wood, and tequila,
essential to a healthy environment, helping to Conirgyhich comes from agaves (pollinated by the endangered
many crop pests and other insects that spread dise Sﬁ)Wg-nosed bat). Still other plants yield essential

humans or livestock. A single little brown bat, one of,edicines. and many more are yet to be discovered.
North America’s most abundant species, is capable of

—

=0

People need bats

“Gentle friends, essential allies...” © 1990 Bat Conservation International, P.O. Box 162603, Austin, TX 78716. Adlségiésir
Reprinted with permission.
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KIRIS ASSESSMENT ANNOTATED RESPONSE

GRADE 4 READING

Sample 4-Point Response of Student Work

In the article it says that bats kill hundreds of thousands of insects a year. Some of the insects
such as mosquitoes carry diseases. If bats became extinct we would be a reater risk at contracting
deseases from the mosquitoes. Bats play an essential role in pollination and seed dispersal. Ninety to ninet
eight percent of seeds of “pioneer plants” are carried by b nd they begin the cycle of forest regrowth on
cleared land.

o if bats became extinct, there wou € less chaneg of forests growing\back and a greater r
of contracting disea osquitoes other harmful insects.

Student cites specific facts
from text to support conclusions.

Student develops three lines of
thought: effects of increase of
mosquito population, decreased
pollination, and loss of seed dis-
persal

Student uses appropriate details to
support conclusions about conse-
guences of bat extinction.

Summary annotation statement: Student makes reasonable predictions and draws appropriate conclusions b
on the passage. Student’s summary of the passage’s ideas shows good comprehension.

Sample 3-Point Response of Student Work

If bats became extinct: Diseases would get on the food and livestock because in this article it tells tha|t in-
sects carry diseases that could be on the crops and livestock if the bats did not rely on insects as the |main
course i ir meal everyday. Also bats take a big part to play a essential role in the stability of the rain
forest. In the Rain t bats are greatly rellyed on because some of the trees and plants depend on hats fc
seed dispersal or pollinati eep the treki or plants growing.

Student relates ideas from text without
drawing further conclusions.

Student cites information to
describe several consequencgs
of bat extinction.

Student relies on general statements rat

than giving specific facts about bats.

Summary annotation statement: Student’s predictions and conclusions are appropriate, based on the passag
Student’s summary of the passage’s ideas shows comprehension.
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KIRIS ASSESSMENT ANNOTATED RESPONSE

GRADE 8 READING

Sample 2-Point Response of Student Work

If bats became extinct the population of insects would rise drastically.
Secondly;i did not have bats many rain forests through out the world would not surviyve.
Thixd of all without ba dreds of types of plants would not exist.

Student cites increase in mosquito
population without explaining that bats ejt
insects, and without naming the further
consequences of disease.

Student mentions damages to rain
forests and plant life without explain-

ing how bats promote their health.

Student lists some effects without relati
them to bat extinction.

Summary annotation statement: Student’s predictions are reasonable, but student draws no conclusions bas
on the passage. Response shows a limited ability to summarize information from the passage.

Sample 1-Point Response of Student Work

If bats become extinct it could become a seriously threath it animals, plants, and other things
all around the world.

Student conveys only general, vague ideas relating to
consequences of bat extinction.

Summary annotation statement: Student makes no specific prediction and draws no conclusions. Response
shows no ability to summarize information from the passage.
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES

Incorporating informational passages such as this into curriculum units will prepare students to think through
reading implications and be ready for questions on statewide assessment. There are many different types of
informational passages found in a variety of sources such as trade books, periodicals, reference books, and 1
When developing skills in reading of informational passages, teachers should include various sources, lengtr
and styles of writing.

Possible activities within a unit of study might include:

* Research a particular topic, requiring various types of resources such as trade books, encyclopedias,
and journal articles. For this article, for instance, students might research ecosystems and the place o
the bat within the system.

* Plan field trips related to the topic. Have students read informational displays, then respond to them by
summarizing content or comparing to their observations or other materials.

* Use KWL charts to guide reading (SEansformationsvolume 2)

» Make writing connections by composing non-fiction such as brochures and journal articles. Fiction suc
as poems, songs, and short stories can also be based upon student research.

* When reading literature, have students make connections with informational articles. Format and cont:
can be compared in several different types of graphic organizers. For example, if students were readir
Scott O’Dell’s historic noveSarah Bishopthey could then read this article for a modern perspective on
bat habitats.

» Develop the skill of identifying evidence in order to draw conclusions or make predictions by showing
pictures and having students draw conclusions or make predictions using clues from the picture, using
2-minute mysteries, and completing entry or exit slips that predict or conclude class discussions or
reading selections.

* Promote questioning techniques through ReQuest, a reading strategy in which students quiz teach an
other students (Sd&rereading Activitiey).

* Encourage students to respond critically to text as they are reading through the use of double-entry
journals or logs. The left column includes a summary of key points from the reading; the right column
has a reaction to that information.

* Moore, Readance and Rickelmdtrereading Activities for Content Area Reading and Learning, 2nd
edition. International Reading Association, 1989.
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